SCALI Memories

Robert H. Joseph, CLI

My background is primarily in legal investigations, counter espionage and security. | fell
into this field by accident after | got out of the Marine Corps when a Greenville law firm
hired me to be their investigator. After a couple of years | joined the National
Association of Legal Investigators (NALI) to obtain some education in the investigative
business. Back in those days there was no real association for Pls in the Nation much
less in South Carolina.

| got to know a couple of other investigators in South Carolina through NALI, which, in
those days, was the only Pl association that had some sort of Pl networking going on.
Dave Mac Dougall was the other SC NALI member. We would call each other when we
needed anything in the PI field when it concerned a “how to” question.

In early 1985 Dave and | got together and we met with a couple of other PI's at the
Quality Inn Hotel on Pleasantburg Drive in Greenville to discuss the validity of having a
South Carolina P1 Association. Back then we thought of legal investigators who worked
primarily for attorneys.

We rented a small boardroom for the 5 or 6 of us to sit down and hash out the
requirements we wanted for an education association geared toward legal and private
investigators. We came up with the name South Carolina Association of Legal
Investigators. Later in the summer of 1985 we were incorporated as a not-for-profit
educational corporation. So the South Carolina Association of Legal Investigators, Inc.
(SCALI) was born as the official educational and networking, private and legal
investigator association. (see attached April 8, 1985 letter)

We then decided that we should model SCALI after NALI. Our basic constitution and by-
laws reflected this make up and still does today. We forgo the usual make up of
President, Vice President, Treasurer, etc. and used the Director as the head and three
Regional Directors (Piedmont Region, Midland Region, and Coastal Region) as the
officers to run the association. Our thinking was that the buck stops with the Director
who was the principle guiding force for SCALI and still is today.

The first problem we had to overcome was the identification and recruitment of other
legal investigators and private investigators around the state. Remember, there was no
official publication other than the PI licensing list that SLED maintained. With that list in
hand we announced our association to possible members. We made one mistake: we
required two years of investigative experience for the membership requirement. Not
many people would join and those that needed the most education did not have this
time requirement. Our membership dragged along like an eagle without wings.
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SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF
LEGAL INVESTIGATORS

April 8, 1985

STATE DIRECTOR

Re: SCALI

Dear Dave:

I think we can finally get out State organization on the
road.

g your Charter Membership Certificate, some
h use, some application forms, as well as

1 am ¢
stationery fc
some SCALI brochures.

I have applied with the South Carolina Secretary of State
for a Certificate Inc oration as a non-profit organization.
I should have this

have spent $135.39 out of my own
Luckily, I was able to do the art
» old paper I had,

As of thi

I would sincerely appreciate a contribution toward payment
of these costs.

In any event, I would appreciate your contacting any legal
r region and see if we can get

t together in the near future to

RHJ/cgm

The JOURNAL , SCALI’s official publication was started and mailed to prospective
members. In those first years the JOURNAL only consisted of 4 pages, then 6, then 8
and so on as time and money permitted. Dave Mac Dougall was the top article
contributor and still is today. The Director was also the Editor-Publisher, Secretary,.
Accountant and wore the many hats required to run SCALI.

SLED was one of our main detractors for reasons I still do not understand today. In
1990 we proposed changes in the Private Detective (now officially known as Private
Investigator) laws. These proposals included:

a) Mandatory PI education

b)No tech school training only training by experienced Pls and law enforcement

officers

c) a waiting period for training of new hires.

d) a grandfather clause for those with extensive experience in the private as well

as the public investigative field, and:
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e) two categories for PI’s fire arms carry: one concealed and one not concealed
both with extensive fire arm training.

Thanks to SLED Captain Joe Dorton, (now Pl Joe Dorton and a SCALI member) who
was with SLED Regulatory — the SLED body overseeing Pls and Security Guards — and
his close relationship with SCALI , the PI profession now has some good laws on the
books that actually include some of our 1990 proposals. Dave Mac Dougall is to be
commended as well as the other SLED appointed permanent members of the SLED-PI
Business Advisory Committee (Vicki Childs, Dave MacDougall and | who worked
diligently along with the SCALI Appointed Permanent Members (Steve Abrams, Guy
Johnson and Hyatt Whetsell) to make the PI regulations, as they are today, a reality.

Of course education in any field cannot go on without seminars or educational
conferences. SCALI was and is no exception. From early on our thinking was that yearly
seminars and/or conferences should be held for SCALI members and non-member
investigators alike. So far so good. we held at least one educational seminar and or a
conference for every year since 1985. It was easy at first. Our turn-out was good when
we had 25 investigators in attendance. The venues were small and it was no problem to
find a place either in Greenville, Columbia, Charleston or Myrtle Beach to hold such an
event. We can’t say that anymore. Now we have to go to the mega hotels to
accommodate SCALI events that play host to 150-160 investigators.

A number of Pl associations grew up over the years. Almost every state has one, some
have more. There are now large National associations as well. However, having said
this, SCALI is the one that over the years garnered the reputation of being one of — if
not - the best run and best educational association in the Nation.

We should all be proud to have a hand in this reputation. Not just the SCALI officers but
especially the membership. As without the membership there is no association.

SCALI
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The SCALI logo was designed in 1985 by Robert H. Joseph, CLI and is a registered service mark.

3|Page



SCALI Memories

The Many Faces of the SCALI JOURNAL

1985-2012

A PUBLICATION FOR PROFESSIONAL LEGAL INVESTIGATORS

JOURNAL South Carolina Association

— of Legal Investigators
SCALI A

Editorial

*TORT REFORM" Medical ~ malpractice  claims  would
= be be reduced due to the recovery caps

and patients who suffered a mal-practice
Bobrloseps=Calisly or persons who lost a loved one due
to a malpractice would suffer trememdously

Tort Reform™-a much used synonym i, ‘e economic sense, all due to the

\ for a legal insurance company "Rip-Off"

of the unsware and unsuspecting public. B
Just think what would happen if Insurance rates would not be reduced.
" e the insurance industry had its way and The insurance industry has sufficient
South Carolina Association would be sble to get what it wants from PR money to convince the public that
our state legislators. Insurance premiums everytime a newsworthy item comes alon
of Legal Investigators would go up as usual. Clsims would hsve they can turn these items into "proof”

caps on them and the courts would be that insurance premiums need to go
over loaded with citizens seeking relief. UP.

Worker's compensstion claims  would In recent years the insurance industry
be controlled by the insurance moguls has lost a ot of investment interest
and the workers would seek relief by 8nd thereby profits. Now they want

joining unions which would have a detri- o re-coup these losses by crying "Tort
mental effect on our economic base in Reform
VOLUME 1 NUMBER | DECEMBER 1985 getting other companies to relocate here (Continued)
VOLUME 3, NUMBER 2 DECEMBER 1987

1985 1987

THE SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL INVESTIGATORS
A PUBLICATION FOR PROFESSIONAL LEGAL INVESTIGATORS

== THE SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL INVESTIGATORS
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MAY SEMINAR A MAJOR SUCCESS

The 1990 SCALI Seminar, held at the Quality Inn in Columbia
on May 11, was a major success. A new attendance record
was set with investigators, both private and staff, attending
from, not only South Carolina, but from Georgia and North
Carolina as well.

S C A LI ELECTIONSIN THE NEAR FUTURE

The factor to help make the seminar the success

¢ ‘the: fifst tise 4 SCALI was the fact that all speakers were exeptionally well prepared,
informative and educational. They were well received by a
history all members have the opportunity % thoserahoattss ive an ucational. They were Il “received by all
to participate in the election of SCALI o)
» vove officers by absentee ballot. e e
for a salute
will work out the details for . A
of the absentee balloting as soon as
all candidates for office have announced R —
thesosisses to Dave MacDougall
In that respect all members ane "f_“" ”\"V‘"v
in good standing who wish to run for B riaglg  the
office will have the right to have a 175 speakers  together

word statement published in the next s Cinel
issue of the JOURNAL. All candidates he  planning
must submit their statements no later

than May 31, 1989, to the Editor of next
the JOURNAL. ninar 1o
n Greenville
Al of the SCALI offices will Beach  or
be up for election Hilton Head. A lot
of time and planning
* State Director needed to pu
* Secretary/Treasurer 2 seminar together
* Regional Directors (3) s the one w
* Editor/Publisher (JOURNAL) just had in Columbia
(more on page 4) z
~ Columbia attorney John Delgado waking & poin
during his lecture on *Police Liabity lnvestigations®
VOLUME 5, NUMBER 1 APRIL 1989 L O TR

1989 1990
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+ SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL INVESTIGATORS, INC.
+ South Carolina Association of Legal Investigators, Inc.

- JOURNAL -

Volume 11, Issue 3 June / July/August 1995

1995 Comferemce | Seminar Hews
Filton Fead Toland, South Carolina July/August/September 1997

SCALI Member TOBY McSWAIN, State Trooper Cpl. GARY MAUL,

e This Tus o T
TIPS
by Bill Asher :
CEomAmvE voatE” | scau
e by Dave Mac Dougall - Mickey Spillane “Mike Hammer” making a point during his speech
PRIVACY LAWS 7 at the 1997 Awards Dinner
SUNMAR . North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
Nt Tosus May 9, 1997
Legal

1995 1997

+ SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL INVESTIGATORS, INC.

South Carolina Association of Legal Investigators
SCALI Journal April-May-June 2009 - Vol. 25, No. 2 3

Volume 20,  Number 3 July / August / September 2004
Carolina Investigations, Inc. . .
PO Box 4486 5
Spartanburg. SC 29305 . a5 be patient wiile we & .
(864) 948-1333 R R RNy
& ,,\!ﬂ!!!!!!!!!!!!!i!l!!!!!!!(
SCALI's 2004 Fall Seminar -
i e« Record Attendance 3
The Marriott Spartanburg - -
Spartanburg, SC b § in Vit. Pleasant 3
Secretary of State, Mark Hammond : .
. The SCALI annual conference was May 6-8, 2004 in Mt. Pleasant,
‘This Seminar will meet all the 'SC. The tumout was th

CEU requirements to rencw | WChilds from Blazer Inv ¢
your license. ‘Wputer Forensics were the host and they planned a mincd 5.7)
-
— APPIIIPIIIPIIIIIIIIIIIIIIAN
SCALI on the Web
http://www.SCALInv.com

D

2004 2009
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South Carolina Association of Legal Investigators

SCALI Journal January-February-March 2010 - Vol. 26, No. 1

"y

[t will certainly feel like something is mising at the conference this spring
A 7w Staffileno (P

2010
The JOURNAL was published with 4 pages in 1985

to 54 pages in its current edition
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